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oogod ¢ €TC 1098/2017
Pét: CTIAR HC “T06.R277.9 avavl @

Quality Declared Seed
Directive Number 1098/2025
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The increasing demand for improved seed
by the farmers and semi-pasotralists cannot
be met through the formal seed supply
system alone;

Implementing Quality Declared Seed as
alternative quality control system with the
modality 90 percent of seed quality

assurance process, both at field and
laboratory conditions, conducted by the
producers and the remaining 10 percent by

the regional authority;

For farmers and semi-pastoralists to use
quality declared seed that has passed

through alternative seed certification
system;

The Ministry of Agriculture, according to
1288/2023

article 16 sub article 1 and 2(b) and Article

the Seed Proclamation No.

29 sub article 2, has issued this directive.
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Section One

General

1. Short title

This directive may be cited as “Quality

Declared Seed Directive Number
2098/2025.
2. Definition
As the interpretation given in the

proclamation 1288/2015 kept and unless the
context of the term gives it a different
meaning, in this directive:
1) “Registered variety” means a variety
fulfilling the requirements of the
country's variety release system and
got permission for multiplication and

production by the national variety

release committee.

2) “Formal seed system” means a

process of quality control by the

authority or regional authority

according to the Ethiopian seed

standards starting from the process of

variety release to marketing.

3) “Production and distribution
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4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

location” means plant species and
agro-ecologies destined for production
and distribution of quality declared

seed by respective region.

“Seed producer” means a person who

produces quality declared seed.

“Seed lot” means a known stored seed
that can easily identified physically

and has peculiar identifiers.

“Internal Seed quality Control”
means the under taking of seed quality
control at field and laboratory by the

experts of the seed producer itself.

“External seed inspector” is a
person who controls registered seed
producers whether they conduct their
seed production according to the set
field and laboratory quality standards

and issues certification.

“Cluster seed field” means a field

planted with same kind of species,
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variety and seed class intended for

seed production.

3. Scope

Without prejudice the provisions declared
under article 3 sub article 2 “a” and “c” of
the proclamation this directive is not
applicable on:

1) Plant variety with high level of

outcrossing;

2) A person who is registered as formal
seed system public or private seed

producer.

4. Principles of quality declared seed

1) Provides alterative seed quality

control system;

2) Do not substitutes the formal seed
quality control system conducted by
the authority and regional authority

rather done side to side;

3) Incorporating crops that are not well-
addressed by the formal seed quality

control system;
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4) To ensure seed quality accessibility.

Part Two
Issuance of competency certificate

5. Issuance of certificate of competency

for quality declared seed production

Any person has to fulfill the below
requirements to be issued -certificate of
competency by regional authority to engage

in quality declared seed production:

1) Seed production farm requirements

a) Land ownership or rent or
contract documents;

b) Suitable for seed production;

c) Free from ferederally and

regionally declare noxious and
soil born disease;
d) Agro-ecologically suitable to

produce the selected plant species;

¢) Ensure there are not contaminants

that could compromise seed

quality from neighbouring fields;

f) Accessible to quality control,

support and supervision.
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2) Cluster farm area requirement:

a) At least 3 hectares for cereal

crops;

b) At least 2 hectares for pulses and

oil crops;

c) At least 0.5 hectares for

vegetables and forages;

d) At least 1 hectare for bulb, tubers

and cuttings;

e) At least 0.5 hectares of land in
one area for fruit and stimulant

crops root stock.

3) Requirements on plant number basis:

a) At least 5 mother plants for bud
or scion or grafting;
b) At least 100 mother trees for

corm;

c) At least 750 mother trees for
coffee seed supplier;
d) At least 25 mother trees for

forest seed collection.

4) For nursery, according to nursery

standard of the country.

Page 6 of 27



5) PACH  ao®1 2 (AN

AT hAA QANANT A9y
0-FN)e Pk
Ot ALPCA PoLTA:

(I C A PA T

6) (1LY avavi @ OHA 1 P1IAA®-7

ao4.C1- P74 PHC oo IN7
eaan-t+rt TYL.148), ar e

5) Provides farm implements according

to the format developed based on the
consensus of the authority and

regional authority.

6) Able to provide proof of the seed

storage ownership or rent that fulfils
the requirements set in accordance of

Annex 1 of this directive.
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7) Has own internal quality control
system or can provide proof of

obtaining the service from another

party.

6. Features of internal control system
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1) Any seed producer should have

)75 09°  Pél: CHIAA NG . ,
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control system;
PANLF6 Pl RPPC AT Lo
LA :
2)Pav0l Pl RPPC ATINULE
2) Should have own or able to get
d » go go+
¢oLe04.AF g ITIALET: materials for field quality control,
78 W6 TUTHC DATTaT . . .
including compendium, 1 meter
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made of paper or plastic, balance;
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bowl;

avd 0 PHC 70+ TANTR provide own laboratory requirement,
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2) Owns seed cleaning machine or able

to clean the seed using human labor;
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request using the application form

prepared by the regional authority;

2) PhAA QAN hoo AR 2) The regional authority shall verify

ellawr NG RPCET  HCHC whether the applicant is included in

the list of eligible seed producers;
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MNP ANt

3) hao At A fooClTar 3) The regional authority shall verify
S AN [0 A-1A NNC.L whether the crop variety that the
ool av(14.$77 PhaA applicant wish to grow in the variety
QANANT 774217 A0 registry;
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4) The regional authority shall ensure
whether the applicant fulfils the
requirements set out in article 5 of
this directive for issuance of

certificate of competency for the

production of quality declared seed.

Part Three
Seed production, processing and quality
control
9. Requesting and executing quality

assurance services

1) The applicant submits a request to

the regional authority for seed

quality control services;

2) When the request is accepted in
accordance with sub article 1 of this
article, the seed production and
processing task should be conducted
as per the provisions stated in article

11 sub article 3.

10. Seed source to produce quality

declared seed

1) The seed source used to produce

quality declared seed shall be a seed
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used as source seed to produce
quality declared seed for crops or
forage or horticultural or forest

species that lack released varieties.

11. Seed quality control and assurance
1. Pét omSNMMCST D1
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Pl17 QLT DALY authority;
0-ramo- PAA QA2 AN7
14271 LUGTA:
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A0t

A) (.70 ANC oot b) At least 10% of the seed farm
NP 771 AL (1NAA shall be controlled by the
NANADNT EPPC LOLSAE regional authority;
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c) The results from the 10% shall
be applied to the remaining field,

d) The 10% quality control process
should be in accordance with the
procedures set to the formal seed

production process.

4) When confirming the quality

declared seed in the laboratory:

a) Seed sample taken should be
from the field that have been
passed the field inspection by the

regional authority;

b) Seed lots and sampling shall be
done according to the formal

procedures;

c) The regional authority shall
draw sample from 10% of the

total seed lot;

d) The sampling and laboratory
testing process should be similar

to that of formal seed quality
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assurance,

e) The results from the 10% shall
be applied to the remaining 90%

seed lots;

f) If there is carryover seed of
quality declared, samples shall be
taken from all seed lots and
decision shall be made according
to the quality declared seed

standards.

12. Packaging and labeling

1) Once the seed is cleaned, the seed

should be packed in standard

packaging materials, and the
producer’s label should be put on the
inside and outside and the regional
authority’s label clearly visible only
on the outside of the bag.

2) The

label should

listed

include the

information according to
annex 2 of this article and must be
prepared so that once used, cannot be

reused.
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3) Labels shall be rectangle in shape

and have the following color

scheme:

a) Quality declared seed 1 is green

in color;

b) Quality declared seed 2 and
subsequent generations should
be yellow in color;

c) For all seed classes, a minimum
distance of 3 cm from one end
of the label to the other with
black color label.

4) Contents of lot reference number
a) Year of production
b) Seed producer’s registration
number

c) Crop type

d) Farm number

e) Seed class

f) Lot number

13. Seed lots arrangement in the store

Seed lots arrangement in the store shall be in

the following criteria

1) Convenient for sampling; the

distance between the lots and the
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distance between the walls should
allow the seed sampler to move

around sufficiently;

2) Have pallet above the floor to protect

the seed from moisture and pests;

3) Should be convenient for seed
sampling in accordance with annex 1

of this directive.

14. Reporting laboratory results

1) The regional authority shall write a
letter of the laboratory testing result

to the seed producer.

2) The seed cannot be distributed to

users before the result is announced.

3) A seed lot below the standard should
be marked as “not use for seed” on

the lot.

15. Quality declared seed marketing

1) Quality declared seed shall be

marketed within the vicinity of its
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area of production.

2) Without prejudice sub article 1 of

this article:

a) Seed movement from one

location to another location
within the same region shall be

determined by the region;

b) The movement of quality
declared seed from one region to
another shall be done based on
the request and decision of the

demanding region.

3) Seed marketing data shall timely be

submitted to agriculture office and
other concerned bodies found in
areas where the seed produced.
Section Four
Duty and responsibility
16. Duty and responsibility of the

authority

To ensure the implementation of the quality
declared seed, the authority shall have the
following duty and responsibility:
1) Shall organize and coordinate the
national platforms for harmonization

of quality declared seed system at
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the county level,

2) Monitors and evaluates for the proper

3) Shall

implementation of the quality

declared seed system complementary
to the formal seed production
system; and shall take corrective
measures in consultation with bureau

and regional authority;

conduct capacity building

activities at the national level to

properly implement the quality

declared seed system.

17. Duty and responsibility of the regional

authority

To ensure the implementation of the quality

declared seed, the authority shall have the

following duty and responsibility:

1) Shall support the Bureau to identify

2)

areas for implementation of the seed
quality declare seed system, crop
species and in the preparation of

detail plan;

Coordinates the quality declared
seed system in accordance with the

decision of the bureau;
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3) Identify seed producer wishes to
engage in quality declared seed
production in areas and crop species
decided by the bureau; evaluate and
ensure the application, register, issue
certificate of competency, renew,

suspend, revoke;

4) Administer and control quality
declared seed production and

marketing;

5) Shall conduct capacity building
activities at the regional level to
properly implement the quality

declared seed system.

18. Duty and responsibility of the bureau

To ensure the implementation of the quality
declared seed, the bureau shall have the

following duty and responsibility:

1) Provide professional and logistical
support to producers engaged in

quality declared seed production;

2) When requested by the regional
authority, provide quality declared

seed inspection.
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19. Duty and responsibility of seed

producer and processor

To ensure the implementation of the quality
declared seed, the authority shall have the
following duty and responsibility:

1) Implements issues that need to be
addressed or corrected after field-
control or

level seed quality

inspection;

2) Shall ensure the correct moisture
meter for harvesting crops from
fields that have passed the quality

control;

3) Shall take the responsibility for not

collecting seeds from rejected fields;

4) Shall collect seeds from accepted
fields and trashed;

5) Shall process the seeds, packed and

store as per the seed lots standards;

6) Shall request the regional authority to

take sample;

7) Shall take the responsibility for not
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distributing the rejected seed lots by

the regional authority.

Section Five

Miscellaneous provisions

20. Repealed directives

Quality Declared Seed System Directive

Number 839/2007, endorsed by the
Ministry of Agriculture, is repealed by this

directive.
21. Date of enforcement of this directive

This directive shall be applicable on the
date it is signed by the minister, register
with the Ministry of Justice and posted on
the Ministry of Justice website.

Girma Amente (PhD)
Minister
Ministry of Agriculture
Addis Ababa
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Annex 1: Storage Requirements

1. Storage
Following seed processing, the storage shall

fulfill the following requirements:

1) The building

a) The building shall be rectangular
in shape, made of stone or clay
or blocket or mud walls;

b) A wall made of mud should be
cemented both from inside and
outside;

c) The layout of the building should

be from west to east.

2) Roof

a) Support pillars should be

constructed in such a way that

they are not possing difficulty for

storing and cleaning, and they

don't become enterance and
hiding place of insects;

b) The roof must be completely
waterproof;

c) The top of the roof should be at
least 5 meters above the ground
to allow proper space and height

for the seed lot arrangement;
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3) Wall

a)

b)

d)

Wall cracks should be sealed and
cemented to avoid garbage and

insect egg laying place;

The ceiling and the top of wall
should be built with no more
than 6 mm space. There should

be no edges where birds can nest;

Interior walls should be painted

white to have interior light.

The wall paint should not come

off easily when washed.

4) The door

a)

b)

As deemed necessary, the seed
storage shall have one or two
large doors, one at the front face
of the wall;

As required, all large doors
should easily slide and close; to
prevent mice from crawling in,
the sliding folder should be lined
with metal and the gap in all

directions (sides, bottom and top)
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d)

should not be more than 6 mm;

The door should be painted with
sufficient first (primer) and final
(enamel)

coating to prevent

corrosion;
The door frame should be
protected by a 10-15 cm diameter
steel pipe to prevent accidental

collisions

5) Floor

6)

a)

b)

The floor should be made of
concrete that is impervious to
moisture and does not break
easily due to heavy weight;

It should have a pallet above the

floor to prevent moisture

Light

To ensure that the storage light is

sufficient enough to read information

on tags of seed bags,

a)

The roof of the warehouse should

include translucent white sheets.
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7)

8)

b) Lights should be made of
fluorescent and installed above
the wall at the same height as the

ceiling.

c¢) The switch should be near the

entrance.

Air movement
To ensure removal of top hot air of
the building and floor moisture from

the storage:

a) An exhaust fan is installed at an
average location depending on

the size of the storage;

b) A ventilation hole, made of 6
mm mesh, should be spaced in
pairs at 2 meter intervals parallel
to the front and back of the
storage;

c) A ventilation opening, at the
upper end of the wall, should be
open with assurance of avoiding
rain from entering into the store.

Fire Extinguisher

In order to control the risk of fire

that may occur in and around the

seed store, the storage should have a

fire extinguisher installed at each
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door, which should be renewed
regularly;
9) Equipped with humidity meter and

thermometer.

10) Loading and unloading area
The loading and unloading area of
the warehouse must meet the
following requirements:
a) A sheltered loading/unloading

area at the door;

b) A sloping ramp that serves for
forklifting and for hand-driven
carts is required at one of the

doors;

¢) Trucks should not enter the store
as they may damage the store

and the stored seed;

11) Area of the store

Factors that determine the size of a

store

a) Lot size determinded by standard;

b) One meter space between the
walls and the lots in the four
sides of the store;

¢) One mater space among lots;

d) 1.5 meters space between the top
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end of the lot and the roof to

ensure adequate air circulation;

nyn

e) Subject to the provisions of "a" to
"d" of this sub article, the
minimum size of the storage for
high-value plant seeds/vegetable,
forage seed stock.../ shall be 20

m.

f) The store for seedling, tubers,
cuttings,  roots, shall be
determined by the professional

opinion given by an inspector.

12) Requirements for cold storage
a) A person who wants to engage in
seed business using a variety
with shelf life below six months
shall have a cold storage facility;
b) An electric operated cold storage
should be able to cool the seeds

down to 4 to 10 degrees Celsius.
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OHA 2: aop @ °ANT AL P01+ Annex 2: Information to be included on

av B P the label
o PAYLE Y90G W€ (C-A: e Seed producer's name and address
e PONA %8715 MNCP: e Crop type and variety
o  Plol: PIINR HC PO AUG: e Written note that notify the seed is
o PNFPT  MLINEm,  wCIFLOLT Quality Declared Seed
BPCs e Certificate of competency number
o PHC LL25: e Seed class

e Germination percentage

o PANPAT aomF Nowt5:

e PNUC 72VG Nav45:

e PHUC ACPNT o7 (lov45:

o PMe PHC NANLAT:

o PhavloANl Yol

o 00T P77

o PHLIm UN:

o PAT avp P RPC:

o (el P ooVt PULIAR
AUG:

e Purity percentage

e Moisture content in percent

e Net seed weight

e Year of production

e Date of packaging

o Shelf life

e Lot reference number

e Notification that whether the seed is

chemically treated.
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