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Directive No. 1065/2025
Plant Variety Release and Registration Directive
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Plant Variety Release and Registration
Directive Number 1065 /2025
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Whereas it is necessary for Ethiopia to
increase the benefits from the seed sector
through harmonization of regional and

international plant variety release and
registration practices that leverages market
competitiveness, the Ministry of Agriculture
based on Seed Proclamation No. 1288/2023
article 4(1), 4(8)(d), and 29(2) has issued

this directive.

Section One
General

1. Sort Title

This directive may be cited as ““Plant
Variety Release and Registration
Directive No. 1065/2025".
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2. Definition

In this directive, unless otherwise a

different meaning is given:

1/ “Applicant” means a person who
applies for the release or registration
of plant variety or for importing

plant variety through a special

permit’’.
2/ ““National variety release
committee” means a neutral

committee  established by the

Authority with the responsibility of

deciding on plant variety release,

registration and on varieties that

become obsolete and require
decision.

3/ “Candidate

variety evaluating

technical committee’> means a

neutral technical committee
established by the Authority to
evaluate the performance and
distinctness, uniformity and stability

test of candidate varieties.

4/  ““Obsolete variety evaluating
technical committee’> means a
committee  established by the

Authority to evaluate varieties that

become obsolete and need decision.
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5/ ¢‘Candidate variety’> means a
variety submitted to the Authority
by the applicant for release and

registration.

6/ ‘“‘Obsolete variety” means a variety
which has become unfit to be
produced in the regular seed
multiplication system due to various
reasons.

7/ ““Unregistered variety’” means

variety not registered in the national
variety register book of the country.

8/ “‘Protected agriculture’> means a
secluded production area identified
and controlled by the Authority for

reasons of negative impact on seed.

9/ “Proclamation” means plant seed
proclamation No. 1288/2023.
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Section Two

Variety Release and Registration

3. Release of candidate variety

1/ A candidate variety must undergo

national performance trial and
disticintness, uniformity and stability
test prior to release.

2/ Depending on the type of plant
species, the national performance
trial, the disticintness, uniformity

and stability test and adaptation trial

of the candidate varieties shall be
done by the Authority or by the

applicant.

3/ In order to register a variety already

registered abroad, a distinctness
uniformity and stability test report
made by a foreign recognized
regulatory body and adaptation trial
made by the applicant must be

submitted.

4/ The distinctness, uniformity and
stability test, national performance
trial and adaptation trial shall be
done in accordance with the
technical protocols to be prepared

for each of the crop species.
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5/ Subject to the provisions of sub
article 1- 4 of this article, when it is
confirmed by the Authority that
there is a special national interest
and the variety is requested for
export porpose, direct production
permission shall be given to the
variety, which is registered abroad
but not registered in the country,
without the need of conducting
national performance trial and

distinctness, uniformity and stability

test.

where

4. For plant species

distinctness, uniformity and
stability test and the national
performance trial done by the

Authority

1/ The applicant shall apply using an
application form prepared by the
Authority  along  with  the
appropriate service fee and the
required amount of seeds as
specified in the candidate varieties
testing protocol:-

a) If the test is for ‘Meher’ season,
from February 1% to March 30™
and if it is for irrigation and ‘Belg’
season, from August 1% to

September 30"
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b) Without prejudice to this article
sub articile 1(a), for forest and
other perennial

crops having

peculiar climate conditions,
application may be submitted at

any time of the year.

2/ The applicant needs to ensure the

3/

4/

variety fulfills the plant quarantine
and biodiversity requirements, if the
variety is from foreign sources, and
should declare whether the variety is
genetically modified organism or
non- genetically modified organism;
if it is genetically modified
organism, evidence of permit from
the appropriate institution must be
submitted to the Authority.

The  Authorithy

application recived based on sub

reviews the
article 1 of this article and informs
its decision to the applicant within
15 days.

If the Authority accepts the submitted

application

a) According to the candidate variety

testing protocol, will carry out the
the national performance trial and
the distinctness, uniformity and
stability test for two consucative

years in a confidential manner;
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b)

Have the trial evaluated in the
second year by the candidate variety

evaluating technical committee.

c) Without prejudice to this article sub

5/

6/

7/

article 4(a) and (b), the testing and
evaluation period for forest and
other plants shall be determined
according to the evaluation protocol
of each plant.

Upon completion of the first
production season test, the results
shall be communicated to the
applicant and the candidate’s variety
evaluating technical committee.

At the end of the trial, the Authority
will receive a written evaluation
report from the candidate variety
evaluating technical committee.
Based on the report of the candidate
variety evaluating technical
committee, makes a decision by the
national variety release committee,
and notifies the decision to the

applicant.

5. The national performance trial or

adaptability trial or distinctness,
uniformity and stability test of the
candidate variety done by the

applicant
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articile 1(a), for forest and other
perennial crops having peculiar
climate conditions, application may

be submitted at any time of the

year.
oPT  QoddFor TP
eFAN: c) The applicant needs to ensure the
variety fulfills the plant quarantine
h) HC Lo hao-< VIC 9710 and biodiversity requirements, if the
awir aMeoAhFe- IC NCLo- variety is from foreign sources, and
né Ao 0TI PAmY should declare whether the variety is
Vel aALCT  “17ANYG genetically modified oorganism or
Aa-p Ve A0ao P15 non- genetically modified
¢ em, P LA AANT: oorganism; if it is genetically

HC PO Am-P VPm- hPyoe modified organism, evidence of

A0 hae- R TP L
MA@t TINCE T1PL0 hANT:

permit  from the appropriate
institution must be submitted to the
Authority.
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2/ After evaluating the application
submitted according to sub-article 1

of this article, the Authority:-

a) Informs the applicant the decision
within 15 days.

b) If accepts the applicant’s request,
and if the variety is imported,
will issue an import permit of

seeds for testing purpose.

3/ If the applicant get permission to
conduct the candidate variety national
performance trial or distinctness,
uniformity and stability test or
adaptation trial according to sub article
of 2 (b) of this article, the applicant shall
a) Conduct according to the
protocol
Authority;

b) Request the Authority 15 days in

prepared by the

advance to be evaluated by the

candidate  variety evaluating
technical committee;

c) Report the trial result to the
Authority on completion of

production period.

4/ When the Authority is requested
according to sub-articile 3(b) of this
article, assign the candidate variety

evaluating technical committee for
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evaluation and recive report that has
been done according to the protocol.

5/ Based on the report of the candidate
variety evaluating technical committee,
makes a decision by the national variety
release committee, and notifies the
decision to the applicant.

5) Registering a variety by importing a
registered variety, and conducting

adaptability trial

1/ A variety registered abroad may
register through conducting
adaptation trial.

2/ According to sub article 1 of this
article, an applicant should fulfill the
following precondiations to register a

variety registered abroad:-

a) The applicant shall apply from
April 1% to May 30", or from
August 1%t to September 300
using the application form
provided by the Authority along

with the appropriate service fee.
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b) Shall submit a report a
recognized abroad regulatory
body on the distinctness,

uniformity and stability of the
variety to the Authority.

The applicant needs to ensure the
fulfills  the

quarantine  and

variety plant
biodiversity
requirements, if the variety is
from foreign sources, and should
declare whether the variety is
genetically modified oorganism
or non- genetically modified
oorganism; if it is genetically
modified organism, evidence of
permit from the appropriate
institution must be submitted to

the Authority.

3/ According to sub article 2 of this

article, after examing the application

and evidence submited the Authority

shall:-

a)

Inform the applicant of the

decision within 15 days;

b) If accepts the applicant’s request,

will issue an import permit of

seeds for adaptation trial purpose.
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c) Approves the use of the variety
after receiving the information

from the applicant.

4/ An applicant who obtains
permission according to sub article 3
(b) of this article;

a) Shall carry out the trial in
accordance with the variety
adaptability trial protocol
prepared by the Authority

b) Shall submit a variety adaptation
trial result report conducted
domestically.

5/ Based on the report submitted by
the applicant in accordance with sub
article 4 (b) of this article, the
Authority shall permit the variety to

be used.

7. Farmers’ and semi- pastorals’ variety

release

1/ Farmers and semi-pastoralist variety
release and registration applicant may
be:
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A) The registration application shall be
by individual famer or semi

pastoralist or the delegate.

b) If registration is going to be in the
name of the community, applicant
shall be

farmer, semi-pastoralist, community

community delegated

seed bank, institution of a farmer or
semi pastoralist, government or non-

governmental organization

2/ The applicant submits an initial
application to the Kebele agricultural
office, where the candidate variety is

found.

3/ The Kebele agricultural office reports
to the Wereda agricultural office after
assessing at the Kebele level for the

presence of the candidate variety.

4/ The Woreda agricultural office makes
woreda level assessment and reports
to the zonal agricultural office

whether the presence or absence of

the candidate variety
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5/ The zonal agricultural office makes
zone level assessment and reports to
the regional agricultural office

whether the presence or absence of

the candidate variety.

6/ The regional agricultural office makes
regional level assessment and reports
to the Authority whether the presence
or absence of the candidate variety.

7/ The Authority requests the Ethiopian

Biodiversity Institute whether the
candidate farmer or semi-pastoralist
variety is center of origin or center of

diversity in Ethiopia.

8/ The Authority upon receiving the

required  information  from  the

Ethiopian Biodiversity Institute, invites
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9/

10/

11/

the public for any objection to the
registration of the candidate local
variety in media with wide coverage

for duration of 21 days.

The authority upon assuring that the
candidate variety is not produced
outside the area claimed shall accept
the application and allow the national
performance trial and distinctness,
uniformity and stability test to be

carried out.

The Authority may reject the
applicant’s request in case there is
evidence that shows similarity with the
farmers’ or semipastoral’ variety under

process.

The

government

nearest and appropriate

institution or  higher

learning institution, or agricultural

research institution or Ethiopian
Biodiversity Institute may carry out the

variety trial.
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12/ The national performance trial and
distinctness, uniformity and stability
test shall be carried out using a less
stringent protocol specifically set for
this purpose by the Authority.

13/ The Authority shall perform the trial
evaluation using the candidate variety

evaluating technical committee.

14/ The institution who carried out the
trial shall submit the report to the
Authority at the end of the trial period.

15/ The representative of the community
who applied for registration of the
candidate variety and the representative
of the institution who conducted the
evaluation shall attend the meeting of
the national variety release committee

for further explanation of the variety.

16/ The Authority shall make the national
variety release committee decision

based on the candidate variety

evaluating technical committee

submitted report.
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8.

17/ If the approved variety is submitted by
different applicants, the variety shall be
the of all

registered in names

applicants.

18/ The variety shall be maintained by the
appropriate institution who carried out

the trial together with the community.

19/ The Authority shall register for
farmer’s or semi- pastoralist’s variety

without charging service fees.

Variety catogorization

In accordance with the provisions of sub
article 2 of article 3 of this directive, the
Authority will distinguish the types of

plant species that pass for the release and

registration system according to the
following criteria:
1/ Based on the regional and

international agreements ratified by
the country regarding the procedures

of release and registration of varieties;

2/ Taking into account the types of
plants where varieties are quickly
replaced by other varieties due to

market reasons;
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3/ Taking into account the national
economic importance of plant species
and their economic impact on farmers

and semi-pastoralists.

Permit the production of plant
varieties having a special national

significance

Plants varieties registered in foreign
country and identified as having a
special national role can be allowed for
direct production without conducting
adaptation trial in the country with the

following criteria:

1/ Variety identified by the Ministry to

be imported into the country

a) Ensure its contribution to export

trade improvement, import
substitution, raw material supply
for industry, food and nutrition

security;

b) Ensure the variety is not produced
in sufficient quantity and type in
the country and request the

Authority with a written letter.
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2/ The Authority reviews the application
in consultation with the Ministry and
announces its decision within 15

days.

3/ The Authority assures that the variety
requested to be imported is registered
outside the country and bears

distinctness, uniformity and stability

test report.

4/ The applicant needs to ensure the
variety fulfills the plant quarantine
and biodiversity requirements, if the
variety is from foreign sources, and
should declare whether the variety is
genetically modified oorganism or
non- genetically modified oorganism;
if it is genetically modified organism,
an evidence of permit from the
appropriate  institution must be

submitted to the Authority.

5/ The applicant shall multiply the
variety in a protected site based on the

criteria set by the Authority.

6/ The applicant, after two consecutive
production and importation years of
the variety, shall apply for the

registration of the variety.
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10. Importing  unregistered  variety

exclusively for export porpose

1/ The following requirements must be

met by the applicant to import and
multiply unregistered varieties in the

country for rexport pourpose:

a) Shall apply according to the
application form prepared by the
Authority;

b) Shall have competence ceretificate
to produce and a license to export
agricultural products;

¢) Shall submit evidence that shows
the imported variety has been
registered and used somewhere
else from the appropriate verifying
governmental body in the country

of origion.

d) If the variety is not registered in
any other country, the candidate
shall go through the country's
registration  system to  be

registered.

e) Shall provide purchase and
delivery documents related to the

shipment.
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f) Shall declare the variety is non-
genetically modified organism, if it is
genetically modified organism, an

from the

evidence of permit

appropriate  institution must be

submitted to the Authority.

2/ When the Authority

applicant's

reviews the
request and meets the
necessary requirements, shall issue an

import permit.

3/ The applicant must clearly inform the
Authority of the production place of
the unregistered variety and must

produce it in a protected area.

4/ The Authority examines the document
of the unregistered variety imported
into the country and conducts field
monitoring to ensure that it is being

used only for its intended purpose.

5/ The applicant should fully implement
the recommendations given by the

Authority during inspection.

6/ The imported variety introduced by the
applicant, its product and the by-

products:
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a) Can not hand it over to another party
for use or market either by sale or
gift.

b) Shall submit a written commitment

contract  that shows  taking
accountability not to use outside of

the intended purpose.

c) Shall take the responsibility for any
damage caused by the variety and

pay compensation.

7/ In order to import the variety for the
second round, information showing the
amount of foreign currency obtained
from the quantity of the product sent in
the first round, verified by the relevant
body, should be submitted.

11. Registration of candidate variety

fill in
application form prepared by the

1/ The applicant shall the
Authority and pay service fee to

request the variety to be registered.

2/ Based on the provisions of article 4 or
5 of this directive, the Authority shall
register the released and registered
varieties ratified by the national

release committee and in

the

variety

accordance with international
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agreements to which the country is a

member.

3/ When any variety is registered, naming
IS a must to be identified.

4/ The Authority shall record the name of
the variety, the name of the registrant
and the name of the breeder.

5/ When the

necessary, as it is stated in sub article

Authority deems it

2 of this article for varieties will be
registered in accordance with the
international agreemment, it may ask
the applicant to submit a copy of the
national performance trial and the
distinctness, uniformity and stability

report of the variety.

6/ If the approved variety is presented by
different applicants at the same time,
the registration will be done by all

applicants’ name.

7/ Without prejudice to this article sub
article 1, if the variety is a local
variety of farmers or semi-pastoralists,

it will be registered free of charge.
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12. Variety Naming

1/ The Authority shall give a decision
on the proposed variety name by the
applicant taking into consideration
the following criteria;

Variety name:

a) Shall be short and clear;

b) Shall not be expressed in numbers
only;

¢) Shall not be directly associated
with the characters of the variety;

d) Shall not undermine the values
and cultures of societies;

e) Shall not cause damage to
previously granted rights in
Ethiopia or in any other country;

) Shall not be misleading with other

variety names.

2/ The Authority shall inform the
applicant to submit an alternative
name within 15 days if the proposed
name submitted by the applicant is
not compliant with the provisions of
article 12 sub article 1 of this

directive.
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maintain the variety

appropriately;

b) When the variety loses the
performance or the character that
the variety possessed during

registration;

c) When the breeder requests the
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Authority to delist the variety,
and the Authority finds the

reason for delisting is acceptable.

d) When the Authority confirms that
there is no interest in using the
variety by the producers and

USers.

e) When the variety registration was
found illegitimate at any time.

2/ Sample of the delisted variety shall be
deposited in storage facilities of the
authority or the Ethiopian Biodiversity

Institute.

3/ A deleted variety may be reinstated to
the national registration book by the
authority; if the deletion was affected
erroneously and supported by the study

conducted.
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14. The

Section Three
National Variety Release Committee

and Technical Committees

national  variety  release

committee

1/ According to the Proclamation article
4 sub article 8, a neutral national
variety release committee responsible
to approve registration and decision
on varieties to be deleted is

established by this directive.

2/ Membership of the national variety

release committee shall be
representatives drawn from the
following; but may also have

additional representatives from other
institutions and from social groups,
including women, youth, farmers, and

pastoralists.

a) Ministry of Agriculture
b) Ethiopian Seed Association
c) Ethiopian Biodiversity Institute
d) Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural
Research
e) Regional Agricultural Research
Institute

) University
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g) Farmers Cooperative Unions
h) Ethiopian Public Health Institute
1) Ethiopian Agricultural products
Processors Association
J) Ethiopian Forest Development
k) Ethiopian Pulses Oil Crops and
Species Processors Exporters
Association
I) Ethiopian Horticulture Producer
Exporters Association
m) Ethiopian Forage Seed Association
n) Plant Protection Society of
Ethiopian
0) The Ethiopian Agricultural
Authority Variety and Seed
Regulatory head (Permanent
secretary)
p) Other institutes shall be included as
deemed.
3/ The Authority shall

participation of members based on the

decide the

type of plant species to be evaluated.
4/ Organization of the national variety
release committee
a) The
committee shall have chairperson

national release

variety
and secretary

b) The shall be

designated by the Authority from

chairperson

the members of the national

variety release committee
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¢) As deemed necessary, the national

variety release committee may

prepare an internal working

procedure to facilitate its duties.

5/ The national variety release

committee shall have the following

powers and duties:

a)

b) Based on the

Receives and evaluates the

candidate’s variety performance

and distinctness, uniformity and

stability report from candidate
variety  evaluating  technical
committee.

report and as
the
the

appropriate  listening  to
response of the applicant,
national variety release committee
gives decision. The decision may
be to approve, or to provisionally
approve, or to reject or to repeat
the performance test and the

distinctness uniformity and

stability test.

Gives final decision based on the

recommendation and  reports
submitted by the obsolete variety

evaluating technical committee.
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6/ Working procedures of the national

variety release committee

a) Shall have two meetings in a year
to decide on candidate varieties

b) To reach a quorum attendees shall
be above 50% of the

members.

invited

c) A variety shall be approved if 2/3
of the participants support the

decision.

d) The secretary shall designate a
temporary chairperson from the
members of the national variety
release committee, when the

chairperson is abscent and can not

delegate anyone.

7/ Powers and duties of the national

variety release committee

chairperson

a) Sets date and agenda of the
meeting in consultation with the
secretary;

b) In consultation with the secretary,
informs the participants who
should participate in the meeting
for decision;

c¢) Leads and coordinates the national

variety release committee tasks;

Page 30 of 37



aAPF AT N7
(I-tavalirt 0ol-bo7 LonAA =

(ID) ‘HC. ¢

8) PAlhé-P NCE ARSE holk A4
TCE DALY

V) faNaa Fa-r0% L LHA:
avl By PREBA:

A)  hanaa,  2C  Qewawhpc
eaNa0 PG LoNGTA:
KE7% LPCARA:

4) QPO HNCELPTF AL
eama7 @Az ANANANT

C7°C PRCIA:

9) PN MNCP AASE hoi-b
ANAT PRIIANT Hov™)y

V) PAZ7L HC PAIANT Hov’y
POl Goo A7 K7L ROA
WAt PAIANT Howd (1AL
TPINIA RLTAY:

A) QLY A7P& 700 RIPR 9
L&A (V) PH&Me- NAY4.0-
AL 4R heT Lo

4) ANdAL, T AT aNale-
A6l 974 hre: Gav-}
ATLELININ A LLT LTAA:

av) R Cheldk RAA AP
N-tohalt L9 Ri4%-h
LLLIN:

d) Represents the national variety

release ~ committee  regarding

variety release and registration.

8/ Powers and duties of the national

variety release committee secretary

a) Keeps the minutes of the meeting
and organizes information

b) Sets date and agenda of the
meeting in consultation with the
chairperson

¢) Submits report to the Authority on
the varieties that received the

decision.

9/ Term of service of the national variety
release committee
a) One term service is three years; one
member cannot serve for more
than two terms
b) The provision in this article sub
article 9 (a) shall not be applicable
to the secretary of the national
variety release committee.
c) As

chairperson may be allowed to

deemed necessary the

serve for an additional one year.
d) When

membership of the committee,

any member leaves

membership replacement shall be
effected from the institution that

delegated the initial member.
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15. The candidate variety -evaluating

technical committee

1/ A candidate variety evaluating
technical committee, responsible for
the

evaluating performance of

candidate  variety, is  hereby
established by this directive in
accordance with article 4 sub article
8 (a) of the proclamation.

2/ The Authority shall organize a
candidate variety evaluating

committee members that serve for

one with  the

year following

composition:
a) Plant breeder (team leader);
b) Plant protection expert;
c¢) Agronomist or horticulturist;
d) Other experts as deemed necessary

3/ The candidate variety evaluating
committee being accountable to the
Authority shall have the following
powers and duties:

a) Evaluates candidate variety using
data, field

visit, customer’s

preference and suggestions
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b) Submits the evaluation result and
recommendations written to the
Authority,

c) The team leader of the candidate

variety  evaluating  technical
committee or any of the members
of the committee shall attend and
explain the result of the evaluation
and recommendations at the
meeting of the national variety
release committee convening to

decide on the variety.

16. Obsolete plant variety evaluating

technical committee

1/ An obsolete variety evaluating
technical committee responsible for
evaluating the obsolete variety is
hereby established by this directive,
in accordance with article 4 sub
article 8 (b) of the proclamation.

2/ The obsolete variety evaluating
technical committee shall have
members  from the following
institutions

a) Ministry of Agriculture
b) Ethiopian Agricultural Authority
c) Ethiopian Agricultural Research

and Higher Learning Institutions
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d) Seed Producers or Association

e) As deemed necessary from other

institutions

3/ The obsolete variety evaluating
technical committee requests the
following information from the
Authority

a) Application from the registrant

requesting delisting of the variety;

b) Report on the variety characters

and, performance

c¢) The report stating that the status of
the variety in the formal quality

control system
d) Any other related information.

4/ The obsolete variety evaluating
technical committee being
accountable to the Authority shall
have the following powers and
duties:

a) Evaluates the varieties identified by
the Authority for delisting through
collecting data.

b) Submits the evaluation result and
recommendations in written to the
Authority,

¢) As deemed necessary, the obsolete
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variety  evaluating technical
committee would be required to
present explanation to the national

variety release committee.

Section Four

Miscellaneous Provisions

17. The maximum number of candidate
varieties applied for a season shall be
by the  Authority

considering the existing condition.

determined

18. Transitional Provisions

1/ The provisions of article 4 of this

directive shall be fully implemented,;

a) When the previously started
experiments have finished;
b) When the Authority is well

capacitated in terms of human

resources, testing sites, and
equipment; and has announced
the start of the system for each
type of crop through its website
or other means of

communication.
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2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-
article 1(b) of this article, the Authority
national

shall implement  the

performance trial and distinctness,

uniformity and stability test in

collabration with other institutions.
19. Repealed Directive

Multiplying and Re-exporting of
Imported and Locally Unregistered
Variety Directive
Number 456/2021 is repealed by this

directive

Implementation

20. Inapplicable provisions

Quality Declared Seed Implementation
Directive Number 839/2015 article 9
that provides variety registration is not

applicable based on this directive

21. Date of enforcement of this directive

This Directive shall enter into force
as of the date of its registration by
the Ministry of Justice and its
uploading on the official website of

the Ministry of Finance.

Girma Amente (PhD)
Ministry of Agriculture

Minister
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